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Gulf Coast Regional Blood Center

• Operations began Jan. 1, 1975

• More than 650 employees

• Cover 26 County Gulf Coast Region

• Support > 170 Hospital and Healthcare 
Providers

• Licensed and inspected by the FDA



About Us…



Connect to Mission



Blood Supply - Pandemic Shift

• Blood Drive Partners

• Business

• High Schools

• Churches

• *Community 



What is the Blood Emergency Readiness Corps? 

BERC is a group of blood centers 
across the nation who commit to 

joining together to be prepared for 
mass transfusion disasters that may 

strike. 



In many disasters and critical-need scenarios –
like a mass shooting, natural disaster or large-
scale car crash – much blood is needed 
immediately. 
Most blood centers don’t have enough blood on 
their shelves to handle these types of disasters 
and are forced to request blood units from 
neighboring blood collectors. 
In June 2021, 14 people were shot in Austin, TX.  
The local blood center needed support and the 
national response was atypical of previous similar 
situations, in that other blood centers were not 
able to help. 
By creating BERC, blood will be ready and 
available if needed, without delays and 
uncertainty. 

Why is BERC Needed?



BERC Launched September, 2021



How Does BERC Work?

On a rotating basis, participating 
BERC blood centers set aside a 
portion of their Group O stock 

for use if any emergency is 
activated. 



What if no disaster occurs?

Since blood is perishable, the 
units return to regular 

inventory, to be used for general 
patient needs. 





BERC Deployments



9/24/2021 Memphis, TN

12/1/2021 Oxford 

Township, MI

12/11/2021 

Chattanooga TN

5/25/2022 Uvalde TX



BERC Partnerships

 Hosting an additional “BERC” Drive to 

assist with inventory needs

 Commit to recruiting additional 

donors to contribute towards BERC 

inventory

To Host: Call 713-791-6670 or

E-mail: hostablooddrive@giveblood.org



Questions?

Contact Information:

Kevin Shipley

713-791-7767

kshipley@giveblood.org


