
Signs and Symptoms

~Sudden unilateral facial drooping/weakness
~Sudden unilateral arm weakness

~Sudden unilateral decreased grip strength
~Sudden difficult speech/aphasia

History

~Time last known well
~Any sign of seizure activity?

~Any trauma before onset of symptoms?
~Any recent illness, surgeries or trauma?

~List of all current meds, especially anticoagulants

STROKE – Suspected Neurological Event
Pre-hospital Guideline 

Does the patient have one 
or more of the signs and/

or symptoms above?

· Call receiving Stroke Center enroute and request CODE STROKE 
· Continue algorithm during rapid transport

· DO NOT DELAY TRANSPORT TO PERFORM INTERVENTIONS

Does pt have an unstable 
airway or EMS unable to 

maintain airway?
Yes

Supplemental oxygen to keep saturation >94%

If pt is hypotensive (SBP<120mmHg)
Place head of the stretcher flat 

If pt is hypertensive (SBP>220 mmHg)
Consult medical control

If IV solution is administered, 
isotonic or normal saline is most appropriate

Cardiac monitoring

This is a Regional Guideline.  Final authority for patient destination is based on individual agency EMS medical direction.
Always follow your agency protocol for patient treatment and consider your proximity to the closest Designated Stroke Center.
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A) Patient has one or more of the following:
1) GCS less than 9
2) Asymmetric pupils
3) Sudden severe headache w/no known cause
4) Severe one-sided weakness

AND
B) Diversion to Comprehensive Stroke Center 
would NOT extend transport time by more than 
15 minutes?

Treat according to individual EMS 
protocol for patient presentation

RAPID TRANSPORT 
To closest emergency room

RAPID TRANSPORT 
To closest Designated 

Stroke Center

RAPID TRANSPORT 
To closest Comprehensive 

Stroke Center

No Yes

Blood glucose is less than 
60 mg/dl

Follow agency treatment 
protocol for hypoglycemia

Yes

No

Yes

No

No
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